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SIGMA PHI EPSILON VIRGINIA ALPHA CHAPTER
ALUMNI NEWSLETTER





         SUMMER 2004

President’s Report

My Fellow Brothers, 

This year has been another successful one for the Virginia Alpha Chapter.  After being awarded our fraternity’s first ever Buchanan Cup over the summer, the highest honor a SigEp chapter can receive, VA Alpha once again had the highest GPA of all fraternities on campus. This is an accomplishment of which we continue to be proud.


This fall, our chapter was also blessed with a very gracious gift.  From a generous donation by the parents of Brother Jason Young (’04), we were able to build a new deck outside our lodge. This has been an invaluable addition and we are very fortunate to have supporters who believe in the fraternity enough to make projects like these possible.


We are also extremely proud of the awards that we have been able to take home with us this spring. At the Carlson Leadership Academy (CLA), an annual conference held regionally by Sigma Phi Epsilon’s national headquarters, we were presented with awards for excellence in brotherhood development and manpower. Our chapter also just received the award for the Most Outstanding Fraternity on campus, an award which SigEp is proud to have won for the past three years running. It is most definitely a great time to be a SigEp at the University of Richmond. Please feel free to stop by and say hello, remember that our red doors are always open to you. 

Virtue, Diligence and Brotherly Love,

Rob Hughes ‘05, President
Programming Report

Among the many highlights of this semester’s programming, the Chapter has named Hospitality House its official philanthropy.  This charity provides accommodations to patients and families of patients who cannot afford to stay at or near the Medical College of Virginia Hospital.  Groups of brothers have visited Hospitality House to serve dinner, renovate facilities, and visit residents.  In addition, an a capella concert featuring Richmond’s four groups took place at the lodge on April 14, with all proceeds going to the House.


SigEp has been hard at work on the athletic front as well.  The A-league basketball team was a semi-finalist and A-league soccer was a quarter-finalist this year.

Socially, SigEp has had many lodge events drawing great crowds.  The new deck has added great character and a whole new dimension to the lodge.  On Friday, March 26, Richmond’s After Six Club hosted our spring social, and the spring formal at Virginia Beach on the weekend of April 17 was one of our best.  
But who could forget the famed Pig Roast?  “Festivus,” as it is now named, was held on Saturday, April 10.  Although the name may have changed, the day stayed the same.  With our own NE3 and a guest beatboxer performing, most UR students agreed that SigEp again had the best entertainment.  Thank you to all alumni who came out and shared in the fun.

Fraternally,

Scott Johnson ‘06, VP of Programming
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Chapter Honored at CLA

Aside from our academic achievement last semester, we were honored at the most recent CLA held in Richmond by being asked to perform the Epsilon ritual in front of about 150 undergrads and alumni. Before the event however, we replaced much of our old and worn ritual equipment which was in dire need of an upgrade.  The new gear includes a ritual sword purchased by one of our brothers during his visit to Spain.  The new equipment and the focused efforts of the entire ritual team helped the Epsilon ritual proceed flawlessly. We were highly complimented by many of those in attendance, a testament to the respect and enthusiasm our chapter has for our most sacred rituals.


Establishment of a number of new brotherhood development and academic goals will help keep us on track for continued growth and improvement.  We will continue to improve the number of brotherhood events we sponsor and dominate the Greek scene in both athletics and academics.  Hopefully, we set the stage for a second consecutive Buchanan Cup.
In Phi,

Ben Dietrich ‘05, Chaplain
Alumni Contact Information

If you haven’t already done so, please update your contact information with us at http://www.student.richmond.edu/~sigep/index.htm.  After having done so, you will be sent the appropriate username and password to access the brother’s only section of the website.  Also, if you wish, we will send you updates regarding events at the lodge and newsletters by email.


Also, please let us know if you would be interested in assisting brothers with internships and job opportunities.  Emails may be sent to braxton.bragg@richmond.edu.  

Fraternally,

Braxton Bragg ’06, VP of Communications

Brotherhood Events
Spring semester heralded the induction of 18 new brothers to the VA Alpha chapter, with the promise of more to come through rolling admission at the beginning of the next academic year.  Weekly Sigma meetings during which new members learned aspects of the fraternity such as the nature of the BMP, RISK management, fraternity symbols and history ensured appropriate knowledge of SigEp and our chapter. A photo scavenger hunt in the city of Richmond bringing brothers together and incorporating exploration of the community outside of the University, Friday afternoon cookouts at the lodge, barbeque with recent graduates, organizing the new brothers’ party, and a retreat to Turk Mountain for a hike along the Appalachian trail culminating with the Burning Heart ritual rounded off a terrific semester.

Fraternally,

David Nelson, VP of Brotherhood Development
Alumni Board News


The Virginia Alpha Alumni Board and the chapter undergraduates would like to extend our thanks to Fletcher Stiers, Jr. and Andre Nielsen for their long years of service.  There presence and dedication will be missed.


We need volunteers to serve on the alumni board!  Please contact Win Gouldin at wgouldin@comcast.net.


A big thanks to alums John Lukens ‘03 and Michael Watrous ‘03 for establishing the Virginia Alpha Alumni scholarship and Annual Giving Campaign.  See enclosed form for details.
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   SigEp brothers at Ring Dance








